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ABSTRACT

Intramolecular oxa-conjugate cyclization of R,β-unsaturated thioesters under Brønsted acid catalysis, inspired by biosynthesis of polyketide natural
products, provides a variety of 2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydropyran derivativeswith excellent diastereoselectivities. An added bonus of thismethodology
is that the product tetrahydropyrans could be readily elaborated to various derivatives by exploiting the unique reactivity of the thioester group.

Tetrahydropyrans are an important structural motif that
can be widely found in a plethora of naturally occurring
substances and as such represent valuable scaffolds for the
design and synthesis of biologically active small molecules.1

Accordingly, numerous methodologies have been developed
for the synthesis of tetrahydropyran derivatives. Intramole-
cular oxa-conjugate cyclization (IOCC), often referred to as
oxa-Michael cyclization, of R,β-unsaturated esters stands as
one of the renowned methodologies for tetrahydropyran
synthesis, and the products of this reaction have served as
important intermediates in the total synthesis of complex

natural products.2,3 In general, the stereoselectivity of base-
catalyzed IOCC of R,β-unsaturated esters depends on the
reaction conditions.4,5 It is known that the reaction provides
2,6-trans-substituted tetrahydropyrans under kinetic control,
while 2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydropyrans are formed only
when 2,6-trans and 2,6-cis isomers are in thermodynamic
equilibrium.6Unfortunately,despite the fact that themajority
of tetrahydropyran-containing natural products have 2,6-cis
stereochemistry, the reaction sometimes results in poor dia-
stereoselectivity under thermodynamic conditions.7 It has
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also been reported that strongly basic, harsh conditions
and/or prolonged reaction times are in some cases necessary
for the selective formation of 2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydr-
opyrans.3a-c,8 On the other hand, acid-catalyzed IOCC of
R,β-unsaturated esters normally does not take place presum-
ably because of the low nucleophilicity of alcohols and
the low reactivity of R,β-unsaturated esters as conjugate
acceptors.6b,9,10

Recent biosynthetic studies have postulated that the
tetrahydropyrans of several polyketide natural products
would be formed via IOCC catalyzed by pyran synthase
(PS).11As illustrated inScheme1a, the reaction is thought to

occur during their polyketide biosynthesis; an R,β-unsatu-
rated thioester bound to an acyl carrier protein (ACP)
would be activated by a PS probably through hydrogen
bonding(s) and serve as an acceptor for the proximal
hydroxy group. We thought that the feasibility of the
biosynthetic formation of tetrahydropyrans would partly
stem from the enhanced reactivity ofR,β-unsaturated thioe-
sters when compared with the corresponding oxoesters.12

Inspired by the biosynthetic origin of tetrahydropyrans,
we envisioned that IOCC of R,β-unsaturated thioesters
based on carbonyl activation under acid catalysis would
represent abiomimeticmethodology for the synthesis of 2,6-
cis-substituted tetrahydropyran derivatives (Scheme 1b).
We thought that this reaction would favor the formation
of synthetically useful 2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydropyrans
because its diastereoselectivity would depend on a late
transition model (vide infra). In addition, we expected that
the products of this reaction could be readily transformed
into a series of derivatives by exploiting the unique reactivity
of thioesters.
To test the viability of our idea, we first prepared a

variety of R,β-unsaturated thioesters 2a-f by exploiting
the olefin cross-metathesis reaction13,14 (Table 1). Treatment

of hydroxy olefin 1with an appropriate thioacrylate in the
presence of the Hoveyda-Grubbs second-generation cat-
alyst (HG-II)15 in CH2Cl2 at 35 �C provided 2a-f in high
yields. A brief investigation on the cyclization promoter
indicated that Brønsted acids, such asCSA, p-TsOH•H2O,
TFA, andCH3SO3H,were able to catalyze the cyclization,
while Lewis acids (e.g., MgBr2•OEt2, InCl3, Zn(OTf)2,
Cu(OTf)2, Sc(OTf)3, Yb(OTf)3) were uniformly ineffective
(no reaction or decomposition of thematerial).16 To probe
the reactivity of thioesters, 2a-fwere individually exposed

Scheme 1. (a) Postulated Biosynthesis of Tetrahydropyrans of
Polyketide Natural Products and (b) Biomimetic Methodology
for Synthesis of 2,6-cis-Substituted Tetrahydropyrans

Table 1. Preparation of R,β-Unsaturated Thioesters

entry R yield/%

1 Et 2a: 93

2 Ph 2b: 94

3 p-MeC6H4 2c: 92

4 p-MeOC6H4 2d: 82

5 p-NO2C6H4 2e: 94

6 1-naphthyl 2f: 87
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to CSA in CH2Cl2 at room temperature to deliver the
2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydropyrans 3a-f, respectively, in
moderate to good yields (Table 2). Since 2c showed the
highest reactivity among others in these preliminary ex-
periments (entry 3), further investigations were carried out
using S-(p-tolyl) thioesters as the substrate.
To probe the scope of the reaction, we next examined a

series of R,β-unsaturated thioesters 4-10 (Table 3).
Although the cyclization of 4 only proceeded slowly at
room temperature, the reaction was complete in a reason-
able time simply by running the reaction in 1,2-dichlor-
oethane (DCE) at 70 �C, giving 11 in 88% yield as a single
stereoisomer. In a similar manner, thioesters 5-10 were
treated with 20 mol % of CSA (DCE, 70 �C) to afford the
2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydropyrans 12-17, respectively,
in excellent yields with high diastereoselectivity.17 Interest-
ingly, we found that δ-substituted R,β-unsaturated thioe-
sters (i.e., 5, 6, 7, 9, and 10) cyclized more rapidly than
unsubstituted ones (i.e., 4 and 8). For each product, the
2,6-cis stereochemistry was confirmed byNOE experiment-
(s) and/or 3JH,H values.18

Theobservedstereoselectivityof theBrønstedacidcatalyzed
IOCC of R,β-unsaturated thioesters can be explained by
considering a late transition state model, wherein unfavorable
steric interactionsbetween substituents are avoidedasmuchas
possible (Scheme 2). The possibility that the preferential
formation of 2,6-cis isomers is due to thermodynamic equili-
bration was ruled out because isomerization of trans-14 to the
thermodynamicallymore stable cis-14wasnotobservedunder
the cyclization conditions (CSA, DCE, 70 �C, 6 h).

On the other hand, IOCC of 7 under basic conditions
(KOt-Bu, THF, -78 �C) gave the cyclization product as a
4:1 mixture of diastereomers favoring trans-14 (Scheme 2).
The diastereoselectivity of the cyclization was exactly the
same as that of the corresponding oxoester 18. The prefer-
ential formation of 2,6-trans isomers under these conditions
could be reasoned by the chelation-controlled model.4

Finally, we examined derivatization of the tetrahy
dropyran 11 as summarized in Scheme 3. Reduction
of 11 under the Fukuyama conditions (Et3SiH, 10%
Pd/C)19 gave aldehyde 20 in 86%yield. Amidation of 11
with piperidine in the presence ofAgOCOCF3

20 proceeded
smoothly to provide amide 21 in 99% yield. Moreover,

Table 2. Brønsted Acid Catalyzed Cyclization of R,β-Unsatu-
rated Thioestersa

entry 2 R time/h yield/% (rsm) cis/transb

1c 2a Et 21 3a: 43 (26) 15:1

2 2b Ph 40 3b: 56 (41) >20:1

3 2c p-MeC6H4 40 3c: 72 (12) >20:1

4 2d p-MeOC6H4 44 3d: 69 (16) >20:1

5 2e p-NO2C6H4 45 3e: 29 (65) >20:1

6 2f 1-naphthyl 73 3f: 56 (35) >20:1

aAll reactions were performed using 20 mol% of CSA in CH2Cl2 at
room temperature unless otherwise noted and quenched when cleavage
of the MPM group was observed by TLC analysis. bThe ratio of 2,6-cis
and 2,6-trans isomers was estimated by 600 MHz 1H NMR analysis.
cThe reaction was performed using 70 mol % of CSA.

Table 3. Application to Various Substrates (Tol = p-tolyl)a

aAll reactions were performed using 20 mol % of CSA in DCE at
70 �C. bThe ratio of 2,6-cis and 2,6-trans isomers was determined by
600 MHz 1H NMR analysis.

(17) Here, we confirmed that treatment of the corresponding oxoe-
ster of 5 with CSA resulted only in decomposition of the material. This
clearly demonstrates that thioesters are more reactive toward the con-
jugate addition of oxygen nucleophiles than the corresponding
oxoesters.

(18) See the Supporting Information for details.
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palladium-catalyzed reactions of thioesters enabled unsym-
metric ketone synthesis from 11.21 Coupling of 11with tri(n-
butyl)vinylstannane under the Liebeskind conditions22 gave
enone 22 in 79% yield. Coupling of 11 with phenylboronic
acid23 affordedphenylketone23 in 57%yield.ASonogashira-
type reaction24 of 11 with phenylacetylene under our previo-
usly optimized conditions25 delivered ynone 24 in 76% yield.
In conclusion, we have shown that Brønsted acid cata-

lyzed IOCC of R,β-unsaturated thioesters represents a
biomimetic methodology for the stereoselective

synthesis of 2,6-cis-substituted tetrahydropyran de-
rivatives. The ready availability of R,β-unsaturated
thioesters via olefin cross-metathesis and the syn-
thetic versatility of the cyclization products due to
the unique reactivity of the thioester group are addi-
tional benefits of our methodology.
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